times a week. If that could be arranged, there would
be his chance to communicate."

"I will suggest it," she said.

"That leads me to another point," he said. "My uncle,
the Emperor, asks me to ask you to sup at the Palace
to-morrow, as before, with Sosthenes and Macedonia."

"O Prince, that will be a great honour."

"I have told him something of what that anonymous
letter said. But apart from that, we have been consider-
ing the great beauty of what you gave to us and to The
City, and we all wish to speak to you about that. Cer-
tainly the Emperor does. The two others will have had
their invitations by this time,

"Do not feel that our Peace meeting will certainly
bring Peace. It may well be, that the Greens will take
it as an attempt by us to gain time. There is a strong
chance that it will make them strike before the election;
perhaps on the very day of the Peace meeting. I have
not told this to the Patriarch, but I mention it to you.
If they do, of course, our chance will not be big."

"You say, if they do; ought you not to say, if they
can?"

"They will be more able for it than we can be to
resist them."

"Prince, you must not lose hope. This morning,
perhaps, things looked black for you. The black was
an unbroken line. Now, if Theophanes be really going
to fall out of their Faction, the black is broken."

"He will not dare to fall out openly."

"Go to see him and try," she said. "I say that the last
few hours have been incredibly for you. I see hope now."

"We left it rather late," he said. "It is never easy to
get back an advantage. But I must not stay longer here,
keeping you in the cold, however much of new hope I
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